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ANIMAL WELFARE AND 

ETHICS 

Animal welfare is a complex 
subject, with scientific, ethical, 

economic, cultural e political 
dimensions  

(OIE, 2008) 
 

and legal 
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OS CUSTOS DAS CONTUSÕES NAS CARCAÇAS 
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Animal Welfare 

activism and science 

 

and business 
(certification, consultancy, administration, trading, etc.)   

 

Facing campaigns that 
use ethical arguments to 
attack the meat industry 

ETHICAL CHALLENGES:  

 

ANIMAL WELFARE PROBLEMS 
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in 

ANIMAL WELFARE 

ETHICAL DECISIONS 

• right or wrong 
• good or bad 
• fair or unfair 

Environmental and social problems 
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OTHER ETHICAL CHALLENGES:  
 

AMAZON DEFORESTATION 

Media interest => public awareness 

Folha de São Paulo, June 13th,  2009 
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Folha de São Paulo, Dinheiro, June 21st, 2009 
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COMMERCIAL AND POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS 

Folha de São Paulo, June 13th, 2009 Folha de São Paulo, June 19th, 2009 

LOOKING FOR SOLUTIONS 
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How to combine environmental conservation with economic and social development?  

Looking for sustainable solutions for beef cattle 
production in Amazon biome 
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THERE IS A TENDENCY OF 
INCREASING INTENSIVE ANIMAL 
PRODUCTION, MOST OF THE TIME 
USING MODELS MUCH CRITICIZED 

FROM THE STANDPOINT OF 
ANIMAL WELFARE. 

THINK ABOUT THE REASONS THAT ARE LEADING US TO THIS 
INTENSIFICATION 

WHY TO INTENSIFY? 

TO HAVE MORE CONTROL ON ANIMAL PRODUCTION  
LOWER LABOUR  COST PER UNIT OF PRODUCT 
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 High intensification 

Production costs  vs Production scale 
Economic risks  vs  Financial volume  

Animal welfare problems  vs Food production 
? 

Dilemas 
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Think about the necessity of setting limits for animal 
production intensification, avoiding to put excessive 
pressure on the actors (people and animals) of the 

productive chains. 

Space available per cattle head in feedlots 

 

Experiment 

- 3 treatments (6 m²/head, 12 m²/head, 24 m²/head) 

- 150 cattle heads per lot (3 lots/treatment) (adult males)  

- 30 cm de feed bunk/head 

 

Measurements 

- Weight gains 

- Carcass yields 

- Animal welfare indicators  

 - based on the animals (Welfare Quality®) 

 - based on the environment (mud depth and dust) 

 

 

 

An practical example with beef cattle 
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Macitelli y col., en preparación 
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Macitelli y col., en preparación 
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GMD < 1,6 kg/dia GMD ≥ 1,6 e < 2,0 kg/dia GMD ≥ 2 kg/dia 

Distribution of the animals (%) according to their daily weight gains for each 

treatment 

Macitelli y col., en preparación 

PENSAMENTO ÉTICO E BEM-ESTAR ANIMAL 

“... É frequentemente aconselhado 

aos agricultores que evitem as práticas que fariam 

sofrer os animais porque, nessas condições, os 

animais não aumentam tanto de peso; e 

os agricultores são exortados a manipular os 

animais de forma menos brutal quando os enviam 

para o matadouro porque uma carcaça com 

hematomas atinge um valor menos elevado;  

mas nunca é mencionada a ideia de que se deveria 

evitar a manutenção dos animais em condições 

desconfortáveis simplesmente por isso, em si, ser 

uma coisa má”... (Peter Singer, 2000). 


